The best linear unbiased estimator (BLUE) for the population mean under moving extreme ranked set sampling (MERSS) is derived for general location and scale parameters of distributions which generalizes Al-Odat and Al-Saleh (2001) . It is compared with the sample mean of simple random sampling (SRS). The efficient sample size under the MERSS for which the BLUE estimator dominates the usual sample mean under SRS for estimating the population mean is also computed for several distributions.
Introduction
Ranked set sampling (RSS) as introduced by McIntyre (1952) is useful for cases when the variable of interest can be more easily ranked than quantified. The aim of RSS is to increase the efficiency of the sample mean as an estimator for the population mean μ. Takahasi and Wakimoto (1968) established a very important statistical foundation for the theory of RSS. They showed that the mean of the RSS is an unbiased estimator for the population mean and has smaller variance than the mean of SRS. Dell and Clutter (1972) studied the effect of ranking error on the procedure. The RSS has many statistical applications in biological and environmental studies and reliability theory (e.g. Dell & Clutter, 1972; Stokes, 1977 Stokes, , 1980 Mode et al., 1999; Barabesi & El-Sharaawi, 2001; AlSaleh & Zheng, 2002; & Al-Saleh & Al-Omary, 2002) . Sinha, et al., (1996) of RSS when the population is partially known using the parameters of normal and exponential distributions. They found that the use of knowledge of the distribution along with RSS provides improvement in estimation over SRS, as well as over nonparametric RSS. Li and Chuiv (1997) discussed the issue of the efficiency of RSS compared to SRS in many parametric estimation problems. They found an improvement in estimation of many common parameters of interest with smaller numbers of measurements compared to SRS.
RSS has been investigated extensively (see for example, Stokes, 1977; Stokes & Sager, 1988; Lam, et al., 1994; Barabesi & ElSharaawi, 2001 ). Al-Saleh and Al-Kadiri (2000) introduced Double RSS to increase the efficiency of RSS estimates without increasing the set size m and Al-Saleh and Al-Omary (2002) generalized it to multistage RSS. Samawi, et al., (1996) used extreme ranked set sample (ERSS), which is easier to use than the usual RSS procedure, when the set size is large to estimate the population mean in the case of symmetric distributions. Al-Odat and Al-Saleh (2001) introduced the concept of varied set size RSS, which is coined here as Moving Extreme Ranked Set Sampling (MERSS). They investigated this modification non-parametrically and found that the procedure can be more efficient and applicable than the simple random sampling technique (SRS). The MERSS procedure is as follows: Tables (3) and (4). Similar conclusions to those presented for Tables (1) and (2) can be given.
Saving by using MERSS to estimate the population mean Measuring the units of a sample costs money, time, and effort. The previous tables show that the BLUE for estimating the population mean μ under MERSS is more efficient (less variance) than the sample mean of SRS, which is usually used for estimating μ.
Therefore, μ MEBlue will be as good as Χ m 2 by using a smaller number of observations which will result in saving time, money and effort. Table 3  Table 4 Exp(θ ) 
Conclusion
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